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The Hindu-Moslem problem then became a majoi
political issue.
It has always been the stock argument of every Brit
isher that Britain could not grant self-government tc
India because of the differences that exist between the
two major communities. Ever since the round-table
conferences, it has become the hackneyed argument of
every Blimp, even Amery, every little Churchill. We
in India had always discounted this, believing as we
did that the problem was a bogey of the British govern-
ment. We believed and, until recently* had reason to
believe, that the problem only touched the fringe of
our living and that it was not fundamental to our ex-
istence.
But the idea of Pakistan was no longer a poet's dream.
Nursed by grievances which regrettably were made
available by defective Congress leadership, fed by re-
ligious fanaticism which is inherent in the Moslems,
the idea of Pakistan ate its way into the Moslem politi-
cal mind. It gave to Jinnah the opportunity to ventilate
the bitterness of his personal and political life and to
view his new role as deliverer of the Moslems as a mis-
sion, a faith, almost a religion.
For all this the Congress was much to blame. With
the great work it had done, the Congress had become
smug and complacent about its growing power. During
its tenure of office in the provinces it had shown a tend-
ency to be high-handed and dogmatic in administra-
tion. It had become intolerant of criticism. When
Jinnah first appeared on the scene and made his claim
to speak for Moslem India, the Congress treated him
with little more than scorn. Like Nelson, the Congress
turned its blind eye on the Moslem demand for Pakis-
tan. Success had led the Congress to believe that it